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than now. If we can help to stop the persecu-
tion we have a duty to do so.

I would like to place an article from the
website of the Bible League into the RECORD
at this time, Madame Speaker. It has further
details about the persecution of Christians.

‘““HE HEARD OUR FEARS AND PRAYERS”

Nearly two years after the establishment
of anti-conversion laws, Indian Christians
are celebrating the effects of their repeal.
Only time will tell the long-term blessings of
this legal change, but several resulting mir-
acles have already taken place. In the first
month alone, a group of 50 Indian church
planters reports having baptized over 1,200
new Christians!

Christians throughout India were stunned
when the pro-Hindu government was over-
turned in the Spring 2004 national election,
and several state governments annulled local
anti-conversion laws.

Said one local Bible League-trained Chris-
tian, ‘I praise God for enabling us to spread
the Gospel in our country. He heard our fears
and prayers regarding the election. God gave
us an extra bonus when He made our state
government remove the anti-conversion law
which was in force until now. Hallelujah!”’

UNDETERRED BY FEAR

Indian Christians have faced many hard-
ships in sharing the Gospel. Bible League-
trained Christians in India report that they
or fellow believers have faced threats, phys-
ical attacks, and jail time for sharing their
faith.

Baptisms, in particular, became a signifi-
cant challenge for local churches. Under the
anti-conversion laws, anyone who chose to
become baptized was legally obligated to
seek permission from the government, as
well as provide them with the name of the
person performing the baptism. Fearing re-
percussions, many new Christians did not
make this outward profession of faith until
after the laws were repealed.

Still, thousands of Indians were undeterred
in their faith. A local Bible League-trained
Christian, while under the anti-conversion
law, wrote, “We continue to encourage
Christians through the Word of God. We re-
mind them of the promises (Matthew 28:20)
and the testimonies of the great martyrs. We
are encouraged to fulfill the Great Commis-
sion of Christ, regardless of what happens to
us. We are prepared for imprisonment, pun-
ishment, and even death for the sake of
Christ.”

RELYING ON GOD’S FAITHFULNESS

Continue to pray for the Church in India.
The repeal of state anti-conversion laws has
been a tremendous miracle—but challenges
still remain. One state continues to uphold
anti-conversion laws, and persecution per-
sists throughout the country.

Yet God has been faithful to His children
in India, and they are recognizing Him as
their Savior by the thousands. Praise God
for increasing opportunities to share His
Word with the lost.

THE GREAT COMMISSION—MATTHEW 28:19-20

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
20 and teaching them to obey everything I
have commanded you. And surely I am with
you always, to the very end of the age.
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Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, Sergeant Major
Bell was born in Washington, DC, on 17 Janu-
ary 1957. He enlisted in the Marine Corps on
28 February 1977 in Boston, MA. Upon com-
pletion of recruit training at MCRD Parris Is-
land, SC, he was assigned to AA V School at
2nd Assault Amphibian Battalion Camp
Lejeune, NC. Upon completion of school he
reported to Company D for duty as an AAV
crewman.

In February 1978, Sergeant Major Bell was
ordered to Company D, 3rd Assault Amphibian
Battalion, 1st Marine Brigade, Kaneohe Bay,
HI for three years. In November 1978 he was
meritoriously promoted to Corporal and de-
ployed with Battalion Landing Team 2/3 on
West PAC 79 as a crew chief. In October
1980, he was promoted to Sergeant.

In April 1981, Sergeant Major Bell was
transferred to School’s Battalion, Assault Am-
phibian School, Marine Corps Base, Camp
Pendleton, CA where he served as a crew
chief and classroom Instructor. During this tour
of duty he helped implement a new course of
instruction for the LVTP7A1 family of vehicles.
In March 1984, he was promoted to Staff Ser-
geant and attended the Staff Noncommis-
sioned Officers Academy in Quantico, VA.

In June 1984, Sergeant Major Bell was
transferred to the 3d Marine Division for duty
with 1st Track Vehicle Battalion, Okinawa,
Japan. He served with both Companies A and
B and deployed to Thailand, Korea and the
Philippines.

In May 1985, Sergeant Major Bell returned
to CONUS and was assigned to the 1st Ma-
rine Division, Camp Pendleton, CA, for duty
with 3d Assault Amphibian Battalion. He
served in a variety of billets from section lead-
er to Company Gunnery Sergeant. Promoted
to Gunnery Sergeant in January 1990, he was
transferred to Marine Corps Security Forces
Battalion, Diego Garcia and assumed the du-
ties as Guard Chief and Training Staff Non-
commissioned Officer in Charge. In March
1993, he was assigned to Company A, 3d As-
sault Amphibian Battalion and deployed with
13th MEU (SOC), Battalion Landing Team
1/9, West PAC 93-94, as the AAV Detach-
ment Platoon Sergeant.

Selected to First Sergeant in April 1994,
Sergeant Major Bell's assignments as a First
Sergeant included: Company C and H&S
Company, 1st Combat Engineer Battalion, 1st
Marine Division (April 1994—March 1996);
United States Naval Academy Company, Ma-
rine Barracks 8th and I, Washington D.C.
(April 1996—May 1997) where he was subse-
quently selected for promotion to Sergeant
Major. He was assigned to the Assault Am-
phibian School Battalion, Marine Corps Base,
Camp Pendleton, CA, as the Battalion Ser-
geant Major from June 1997-March 1999. In
April 1999, he was reassigned as the Squad-
ron Sergeant Major for HMM 268, MAG 39, 3d
MAW, MCAS Camp Pendleton, CA, where he
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deployed with the 11th MEU as the Air Com-
bat Element Sergeant Major.

In April 2002 Sergeant Major Bell was reas-
signed to the 11th Marine Regiment where he
deployed to Kuwait and Iraq in support of Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. In July 2003, he was
assigned as the Sergeant Major of 1st Marine
Division and deployed to Iraq in support of
Operation Iragi Freedom Il from Feb 2004-
Mar 2005. He was assigned to his current bil-
let as Marine Corps Installations West Ser-
geant Major on 24 February 2006.

Sergeant Major Bell’'s personal decorations
include the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star, Pur-
ple Heart, Meritorious Service Medal w/2 Gold
Stars, Navy and Marine Corps Commendation
Medal w/2 Gold Stars, the Navy and Marine
Corps Achievement Medal, and the Combat
Action Ribbon.

Sergeant Major Bell is married to the former
Ms. Crystal Nadine Bynoe of Boston, MA.
They have three sons, Sherman (31), Shan-
non (29), and Wayne Jr. (22), and five grand-
children Temarah (9), Julius (8), Micah (4),
Jayden (2), Nia (1).

On behalf of the people of the United States
whom Master Sergeant Bell spent a career
serving, | thank him for his service and com-
mitment to the defense of our Nation.

———

STEM CELL RESEARCH
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. STEVE KING

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 11, 2007

Mr. KING of lowa. Mr. Speaker, it's uneth-
ical to end one life in pursuit of helplng others.

| am for stem-cell research. | am for scientif-
ically sound, ethical, adult stem-cell research.

The failure of embryonic stem-cell experi-
ments has dried up private research dollars.
Consequently, proponents have no alternative
but to pressure Congress for funding.

Today, the House of Representatives
passed legislation that requires taxpayers to
fund science that ends innocent human lives
for the questionable potential of improving the
lives of others.

This legislation would divert resources from
truly promising treatments in favor of con-
troversial research whose benefits remain
speculative.

To conduct scientific research of this type,
thousands of embryos, persons at the begin-
ning of life, must be killed. The debate is
about the inherent value of human life at its
earliest stage. Supporters of embryonic stem-
cell research will not take a position on when
life begins. They know that if they do, they
cannot sustain their argument.

Moral arguments aside, it is a fact that other
forms of stem-cell research are resulting in
treatments for people who suffer from debili-
tating diseases. Adult stem cells, which are
extracted from umbilical-cord blood, placenta,
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